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convinced I become that they were not deluded, and that if we feel differently it is not because we are better or know better than they, but because we are worse and know ourselves worse. It is only through a power above nature that nature can be raised above itself, and that morality can be "lighted up with the emotion and inspiration needful for carrying the sage along the narrow way perfectly, for carrying the ordinary man along it at all." And how can a man fail to draw strength from faith in God ? How can he believe in a God of perfect justice without being encouraged and strengthened to do justice ? or in a God of love without having a powerful inducement to love all the creatures of God, and to perform works of love ? Is there no power to arrest and restrain from evil and ruin, in the dread of the Divine displeasure against sin ? Can a desire to do wrong even exist along with a vivid realisation of His presence in any heart? The saintly Leighton spoke from experience, and so as to give expression to the experience of thousands of the most excellent of the earth when he said: "One glance of God, a touch of His love, will free and enlarge the heart, so that it can deny all, and part with all, and make an entire renouncing of all, to follow Him." Now, if I am to defer to experience, to facts, to induction, I cannot disregard this experience, especially as it is